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Today’s graduates need to be adaptable — able to learn new skills, to 
look at an issue from different points of view, and to be independent 
thinkers who are not afraid to tackle a challenge. Mount Allison’s 
Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE) program helps students 
develop critical-thinking skills that will serve them well no matter their 
chosen career. 



McKENNA SCHOLARS PROGRAM
The McKenna Scholars Program was launched in  
March of 2021 to attract, retain, and recognize high 
achieving students. The Program offers new scholarships 
for entering and returning students, new research 
assistantships for senior students, and a new Convocation 
Prize for the top PPE students. 

The Convocation Prize was awarded for the first  
time in May of this year and three research assistantships 
were awarded this past winter. Inaugural recipients of 
the new entering and returning scholarships will be 
announced this fall. 

OVERSEEING THE SUCCESS  
OF THE SCHOOL —  DR. DAVE THOMAS
Dr. Dave Thomas has been appointed as the first 
convenor of the Frank McKenna School of Philosophy, 
Politics, & Economics. Working with colleagues from all 
three academic departments and across the University,  
Dr. Thomas will oversee the direction and implementation 
of the McKenna School’s programming and wider 

initiatives. Dr. Thomas will serve as 
program advisor to all PPE students 
and also engage the campus and 
wider communities with a focused 
speaker series and other community 
outreach initiatives. 

 

“ The establishment of the McKenna School 
will help provide more opportunities to 
students through scholarships, internships, 
and other experiential learning options, 
both on campus and abroad. I am excited 

to be part of this growth in this new role.”  
 
 

Teaching in Mount Allison’s Politics and International 
Relations (IR) Department since 2008, Dr. Thomas has 
published in leading academic journals and authored  
or co-edited two books in the past three years, Bombardier 
Abroad: Patterns of Dispossession (2018) and Capitalism 
and Dispossession: Corporate Canada at Home and Abroad 
(forthcoming). 

He holds degrees in Commerce and Political Science 
and collaborated with Mount Allison students as well 
as colleagues at the University of Ottawa and Ryerson 
University on research initiatives and publications.  
Dr. Thomas is the faculty supervisor for both the Model 
United Nations (MUN) and Atlantic International Studies 
Organization (ATLIS) student clubs, and also serves as the  
IR program advisor.

A SNAPSHOT OF EARLY McKENNA  
SCHOOL ADVANCEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

The program gives students insight into the meaning of citizenship, how government works, 
the nature of justice, and the outcomes of economic systems and policies. The new Frank 
McKenna School of Philosophy, Politics, & Economics, announced in September 2020, has 
already begun to deliver new funding and experiences for PPE students, and with a formal 
‘launch’ to occur in the 2021-22 academic year, there is much to be excited about. 

DR. DAVE THOMAS

The McKenna Research Assistantship has helped 
me strengthen my application to post-graduate 
programs, while providing an opportunity to 
conduct research on a topic I am passionate 
about: the sharing economy. I feel incredibly 
lucky and grateful to have this opportunity.

GRAEME STEVENS 
Political Science, Sudbury, ON



DR. SHAUKAT ANSARI 

DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES

With the official launch of the McKenna School coming in 
2021-22, and pandemic restrictions easing, we look forward 
to additional advancements and initiatives including a new 
Distinguished Speaker Series, new experiential learning 
opportunities (that involve travel), and the pursuit of new 
partnerships benefiting PPE students. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE
 
The McKenna School has been made possible as a result 
of generous philanthropic support, most of which are 
endowed funds that ensure the long-term growth and 
sustainability of the School. Commitments to date 
supporting the McKenna School, including multi-years 
pledges, total just over $6.5M. Of this amount, $2,599,000 
in endowed gifts have been received and put to work to 
support McKenna students.
 
Early investments in the McKenna School have benefited 
from a strong earnings year. Mount Allison University 
aims to be the university of choice for students seeking 
an undergraduate education of exceptional quality. 
Mount Allison’s over 700 endowment funds, valued 
at more than $215 million, provide a strong base for 
funding to support the achievement of this goal. We are 
so grateful for your investments.
 

FUNDS ASSOCIATED WITH  
THE MCKENNA SCHOOL:

 “ Dr. Thomas is highly-regarded for 
his engaged teaching, and students 
routinely seek out his courses. I am 
pleased to welcome him into this 
new role and look forward to seeing 
the initiatives from the students and 
faculty of the McKenna School of PPE.”

DR. JEFF HENNESSY
University Provost and Vice-President,  
Academic and Research

THE FIRST  
McKENNA  
FELLOW 
has been recruited  
and will arrive on 
campus this fall. 

Dr. Shaukat Ansari recently completed his PhD in 
Political Science at the University of Toronto, with a 
specialization in Comparative Political Economy and 
International Relations/Development. He is publishing 
a book in 2021 entitled Neoliberalism and Resistance 
in South Africa: Economic and Political Coalitions, 
which emerges from his doctoral research. Based 
on extensive field work in South Africa, Dr. Ansari’s 
research has also been published in high calibre 
academic journals. 

PPE students will benefit tremendously by having 
access to him, his scholarly and global experience, and 
his cutting-edge research.  This is a huge achievement 
for Mount Allison and the McKenna School.

Frank McKenna School of Philosophy,  
Politics, & Economics Endowment

Wilson Internships Program 

 Edmund Clark PPE Travel & Mobility Fund

 TD Venture Fund for McKenna School students

 McKenna Scholars Program



GLOBAL IN REACH.  
GROUNDED IN  
NEW BRUNSWICK. 
To date, over $6.5M in commitments have been made supporting the 
Frank McKenna School of Philosophy, Politics, & Economics and its 
students — a momentous step toward attracting adventurous and 
globally-minded students to MtA and new students to New Brunswick. 
The students will travel around the globe, connecting Mount Allison and 
New Brunswick to the world.

“McKenna Students” will become ambassadors for the University 
and the province as they embark on a variety of work-integrated 
and experiential learning initiatives and become graduates who are 
prepared for the transition to a labour force impacted by significant 
global change.

The province, country, and world need culturally-sensitive, global 
citizens with experience in applying theory to practice in real-world 
settings. These citizens will come from the Frank McKenna School of 
Philosophy, Politics, & Economics.

We are very grateful for the leadership and generosity of each McKenna 
School Inaugural Founder. Your philanthropic investment is a testament 
to Frank McKenna’s leadership and citizenship and will have a lasting 
impact on students, Mount Allison University, and New Brunswick.

MARTHA PITRE
4th year PPE student, Shediac, NB
Currently interning with the International 
Institute for Child Rights and Development

The opportunities that have been 
available to me as a McKenna 
student go miles beyond the “normal” 
undergraduate experience. This 
scholarship has helped me enter my 
final year at Mt. A without financial 
worry, allowing me to focus more 
of my attention on my studies and 
graduate school applications. 

I believe that my experience as a 
McKenna student couldn’t have been 
paralleled at another post-secondary 
institution. It is truly unique to Mt.A 
and the McKenna School. I am so 
grateful to the donors who made this 
all possible and am excited to see how 
this scholarship makes a similar impact 
in the lives of future PPE students.

I FEEL SO  
GRATEFUL  
TO HAVE RECEIVED THE 
NEW MCKENNA SCHOOL 
UPPER YEAR SCHOLARSHIP. 
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